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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENTIANE 3209 

U/ PW FOR SIEVERTS 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E. O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: USPWS/ MIAS LAOS - AP CORRESPONDENT' S INTERVIEW WITH 
SOTH PHETRASY 

AP CORRESPONDENT DENNIS NEELD ( BRITISH SUBJECT) TRANSMITTED TO 
EMBOFF TRANSCRIPT OF HIS INTERVIEW WITH LPF PERMREP SOTH PHETRASY 
ON 25 APRIL. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONCERNING USPWS/ MIAS ARE 
TRANSMITTED VERBATIM AS THEY TEND TO SOLIDIFY SOTH' S CURRENT 
STANCE ON THIS SUBJECT. 

Q: MORE THAN 300 AMERICANS ARE LISTED AS MISSING IN LAOS. IS IT 
POSSIBLE THAT THERE MAY BE MORE PRISONERS IN REMOTE AREAS ABOUT 
WHICH YOU PREVIOUSLY KNEW NOTHING? 

A: IT IS NOT POSSIBLE. FIRST OF ALL, WE DO NOT RECOGNIZE YOUR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LISTS. ALL WHO WERE CAPTURED HAVE BEEN RELEASED. THEY CAME TO 
MASSACRE US AND WE HAD TO DEEEND OURSELVES. IE THEY REACHED THE 
GROUND ALIVE, THEY COULD STILL DIE WITHOUT EVER BEING FOUND. BUT 
IE THEY WERE CAPTURED, THEY WERE RELEASED. IF THEY HAD WANTED 
TO STAY ALIVE, THEY SHOULD HAVE STAYED IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Q: ONLY NINE WERE RELEASED. THAT IS A VERY LOW PERCENTAGE COM- 
PARED WITH THE EXPERIENCE OF NORTH VIETNAM. IS THERE ANY 
EXPLANATION FOR THIS? 

A: THAT WAS THEIR FATE... IF THEY WERE UNLUCKLY. T 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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